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Our Promise    

To Follow the teachings and 
sanctity of Blessed John Henry 

Newman to unite Newman Centers 
around the country in prayer, while 

strengthening the Catholic Faith.
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We live in times that demand us to 

participate.
Dear Friends In Christ,

It is with great joy and yet humble humility that I 
write this letter. Trying to follow the inspiration of 
the Holy Spirit and always seeking the intercession 
of our Blessed Mother Mary, the Newman 
Connection strives to do what it is God asks. We 
are truly amazed with what we have been able 
to accomplish and yet feel so blessed to have 
been given this opportunity to try and help make 
a difference. In speaking for our entire staff, we 
are all committed to continue and fulfill that 
responsibility that God has given us.

The year 2011 has been another giant step 
forward for our mission. God continues to open 
the doors of where He wants us to go and 
whom he wants us to help. Even though there is 
resistance and sometimes difference of opinion, 
the Newman Connection is being positioned to 
have a great impact not only in campus ministry 
but the church in general. Our ability to help and 
facilitate all those involved with our youth and 
young adults is our way to make the most impact. 
With our national outreach, we can provide a 
support structure and unified brand to bring both 
educational resources and meaningful growth to 
help especially students in their spiritual formation. 
There are 3 unique ways we try and achieve this.

GROW— We help students grow in their faith 
and find their vocation. Newman Connection 
helps God enter the picture at this most important 
time and through our Online Institute we make 
available videos like those on the YOUCAT to 
educate our kids to the basics teachings of our 
Catholic faith. In our upcoming series “Rich Gift of 
Love” we are continuing that effort to bring the 
truth and answer questions our kids may have. 

UNITE – Our national powerhouse of prayer supports 
Catholic students and campus ministry. The foundation 
of our mission is “United in Prayer” and we are asking 
students, alumni, religious orders, chaplains, and lay 
supporters to unite through prayer for this important 
cause.

CONNECT – We are called to be stewards in the 
New Evangelization of the Catholic Church. Our online 
community is the place for young Catholics to connect, 
learn, grow, and unite with others nationwide, as they form 
their life vocation.

The Newman Connection has and will continue to be a 
great resource for not only campus ministry but for the 
entire Catholic Church.  The ability and the impact we 
will make rest on our capacity to be able to manage and 
fund this entire ministry. We are extremely grateful to the 
benefactors that have walked with us in allowing us to do 
what we do and we ask you to either continue that support 
or consider joining us in our journey. The opportunity is 
before us. We live in times that demand us to participate.  
Standing on the sidelines is not an option. Unite in Prayer 
and assist us in whatever way you can and you will be in 
awe of what God has in store!!

Thanks and may God bless each and every one of you!!

William D. Zerrusen
Co-Founder
Newman Connection, Inc
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Letter from Our Founder

~ Make An Impact. ~



Newman Centers impact not only our 
Catholic students — their lives and their 
futures, but also their very presence 
affects the fabric of the campuses they 
serve.  

Through Newman Connection, Newman Centers and 
the Newman Community united as one in prayer, 
have a major effect on a national level.
 
 “Ninety percent of Catholic young people go to 
public universities,” said Bishop James D. Conley, 
S.T.L. Auxiliary Bishop of the Archdiocese of Denver, 
“that’s why the Catholic student centers are extremely 
important. When kids go off to college at 18, they’re 
searching. If they don’t have any conversion to the 
faith, then they fall away. The first couple of weeks 
are really important to get them connected with the 
Newman Center and campus ministry. Vocations are 
coming from there as well as parishioners.”

There are 16 million college students in the U.S. 
and 4.5 million are Catholic.  According to a 2009 
report from the Center for Applied Research in the 

~ Making An Impact. ~
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Apostolate, 32 percent of students at Catholic schools 
and 50 percent at non-Catholic Schools report a 
decline in practices of the faith. The field is ripe for the 
Newman Connection to make a strong impact and at 
195 schools across the country the groundswell has 
begun.

“Seventy percent of our student 
population is Catholic and many are 
hurt, angry, disengaged,” 

explained Father Jim Chern, chaplain for the St. John 
Newman Center at Montclair State University in 
Montclair, N.J., “but once you’ve invested time and 
energy, they’re willing to listen. Incarnational living 
is really helping us to evangelize because we’ve 
created a foundation where kids know that there are 
good people and they want to be engaged. We’re 
the largest religious organization on campus and a 
presence at every event.”

Father Chern indicated that at a recent screening of 
“The Human Experience” (a documentary film on the 
meaning of life) sponsored by the Newman Center, 



Muslim and Jewish groups joined in.

The value of evangelizing and engaging students in 
the discovery of the faith was summarized by Barbara 
Humphrey McCrabbe, Assistant Director for Higher 
Education and Campus Ministry for the United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops, “We are able to be 
with them and ask the significant life questions, 

‘What is God asking of you? Where does 
this world’s great need meet your great 
gift?’  They have an enthusiasm for life, 
a hunger for more.”

 The Newman Connection has developed its own 
unique niche for this new evangelization utilizing 
the internet and social media for attracting and 
connecting young adults. More than 50,000 visitors 
clicked on the website last year – 72 percent were new. 
The Institute is the educational component and more 
than 4000 people have viewed the Institute’s videos. 
In addition, the Newman Connection has united 25 
religious organizations and more than 25,000 people 
committed to uniting in prayer. 

Under the direction of Salvatorian Father Douglas 
Bailey, Florida Institute of Technology (FIT) in 
Melbourne, Fla. has been a leader in Newman 
Connection efforts and the fruits are manifest in the 
witness of the students.
 
“The first couple of weeks after I got here, I wasn’t 
active,” said Genevieve Scott, a 19 year old freshman 
from Augusta, Ga., “but I realized that by touching 
my faith through campus ministry, I was better able 
to keep a clear mind regarding my friends, school 
and other life issues. I have deepened my faith in 
adoration, with my friends in the Newman Club and 
continue with Bible study and other activities.”
 
Dominic Casali, 22 is an FIT alumnus and now a 
graduate student at the University of South Carolina.
  

~ Making An Impact.  ~

(We now have over 180 Newman Centers who are United)
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“Father Doug made sure we all signed 
up for the Newman Connection a 
couple of years ago,” Casali said. “Now 
I’m active in campus ministry in South 
Carolina as well. 

I surround myself with people who share my faith and 
meet a lot of people at Mass. My faith means a lot and 
I try to keep it at the center of my decisions. Will other 
people know I’m a Christian by how I act?”
           
St. Elizabeth’s Catholic Student Center at Texas 
Tech University in Lubbock is the largest student 
organization on campus

“We have a facility capable of meeting the spiritual, 
social and other needs for students for the next 
15 years,” said Greg Ramzinski, director of campus 
ministry. “The value of working closely with the 
Newman Connection is to provide good Catholic 
adults with leadership skills for the present and future. 
They are leaders now among their peers and they’re 
leaven in the community. The Newman Connection’s 
willingness to partner with campus ministry to 
provide programs and resources is a true blessing 
to campus ministry and students across the nation. 
We’re seeing students grow in their faith and realize 
they are loved by God. They’re capable of sharing and 
commissioned to share that love with everyone they 
meet.”



NEWMAN CONNECTION ONLINE INSTITUTE

The Newman Connection Institute is an online educational resource containing college level programming 
intended specifically for Catholic Campus Ministry. This faith based programming has been developed in response 
to the needs and at the request of our Youth and campus ministers nationwide. All of our classes are delivered by 
Clerics or Religious and are designed to help support Catholic Campus Ministry and Educators Nationwide.

Grow.

Fr. Tony Stephens teaches students about Jesus 
Christ from the pulpit of the Fathers of Mercy Chapel.

      THANKS TO YOUR GENEROSITY
 

With your help Newman Connection was able to successfully launch 
the first and only (as of print time today) online course on the YOUCAT, 

the new Youth Catechism of the Catholic Church officially endorsed 
by Pope Benedict XVI.  We had Fr. Tony Stephens (Fathers of Mercy), 

Fr. John Sims Baker (Vanderbilt Catholic), and Fr. Jim Kelleher (S.O.L.T.) 
take students through the new Youth Catechism of the Catholic 

Church, week by week, teaching the catechism to college students 
nationwide.

In its first year of running over 8,000 students engaged the Exploring 
YOUCAT course, watching the videos, taking the quizzes, and sharing 

the links with their friends.  It has put up numbers even the most 
optimistic members on this team hoped for.  This course remains 

online and continues to reach into all parts of the Catholic Church 
including religious education and RCIA programs. 

Quick Institute Stats:

     ~ 8,000 Students Engaged
     ~ 1,200+ Facebook “Likes”
     ~ 500+ Students Quizzed
     ~ 150+ Emails of Support
    ~  2,200 Roku Subscribers 
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THANKS TO YOUR GENEROSITY

We were able to reach out to a record number of college students, 
incoming high school students, and Catholics nationwide.  We were 

able to attend to major youth conferences where we were able to 
spread the word about campus ministry and getting materials into 
the hands of over 5,000 high school students.  We were also able to 
reach out to many parents of these students to get them to include 

Newman Centers on campus tours encouraging their students to stay 
involved.

Quick UIP Stats:

     ~ 10,000 Catholics this year
     ~ 25,000 Catholics Total
     ~  73 Centers this year
     ~ 180 Newman Centers Total
     ~ 25 Religious Orders
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Unite.

UNITED IN PRAYER MOVEMENT AND OUTREACH

United In Prayer is a network of Catholics praying together in Unity 
for the benefit of Catholic Campus Ministry.  It is the heart of campus 
ministry.  Heart Speaks to Heart - Blessed John Henry Newman.  It is 
also our national outreach program.  We use United In Prayer to reach 
out to high school students coming to college.  

United In Prayer Times:

United In Prayer Outreach in full effect at NCYC Youth 
Conference in 2012.  (over 8,000 youth in attendance)
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Connect.

Our People Make the Difference
Get Connected Today!

GET CONNECTED TO CAMPUS MINISTRY

NewmanConnection.com provides Catholic Campus Ministries all across the country a national platform 
to communicate and share with each other.  It gives them a place to showcase their ministry and what is 
happening.  It gives them a place to perform outreach.  It gives them a place to engage their students where 
they are at, socially and physically.  It gives them the ability to provide proper educational programming and 
catechesis.  The website it the power of Newman Connection and it was built based on the needs of campus 
ministry and its people.  

A Preview of
NewmanConnection.com

Quick Website Stats:

     ~ 51,403 Visits
     ~ 205,700 Pageviews
     ~ 4:30 Minutes per visit
     ~ 75% were New Visitors

                 THANKS TO YOUR GENEROSITY
             
                                                   NewmanConnection.com provides      
                                      Catholic Campus Ministries a national platform 
                        through which they can communicate with each other.   
                              It gives them a place to showcase their ministry on a 
                                        national level.  It gives them a place to perform 
                                                                             national and local outreach.       

NewmanConnection.com gives ministers and administrators the ability 
to engage their students where they are at, socially and physically.  It 
gives them the ability to provide proper educational programming and 
catechesis.  It has been an extremely powerful tool and some would say 
a “game changer” for not only Catholic Campus Ministry, but the New 
Evangelization of the Catholic Church.
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Financials.
ASSETS

Cash
Prepaid Expenses
Property and Equipment
Total Assets

LIABILITIES

Accounts payable and accrued expenses
Due to Related Party
Total Liabilities

Total Net Assets
TOTAL LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS

2011

81,766
342

26,219
108,327

14,493
2,594

17,087

91,240
108,327

PUBLIC SUPPORT AND REVENUE

Contributions
Total Gross Revenue

PROGRAM SERVICES

Outreach
Education
Total Program Services

SUPPORTING SERVICES

General Administration
Fundraising Costs
Total Supporting Services

Total Expenses

Change in Net Assets

Net Assets at Beginning of the Year
NET ASSETS AT END OF THE YEAR

2011

387,125
387,125

149,329
148,835
298,164

34,877
43,512
78,389

376,553

10,572

80,668
108,327

UHY, Advisors performed the 2011 audit for Newman Connection.
To review our audited financial statements and IRS Form 990, please visit newmanconnection.com
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National Office:

1901 S. 4th St. Suite 8
Effingham, IL 62401

866.815.2034


